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. philip A. Kiein

October 8, 1927 -— March 29, 201_1

- Dr.Philip A.Klein, pro-
i 5 1Bss0r

gmeritus of

EConomics
atihe

. State College on March 29,
2011, foliowing a struggle
with cancer. Me was 83. He
devated his life to his family,
his profeszion, his friends,
his love of music and a
passion for justice.

Born in Austin, Texas,
Qi 8, 1927, he earmed his
BA and MA In economics
frorn the University of Texas,
and his Ph.D.in economics
irami the University of Cali-
fornie, Berkeley. State Colk-
iege has been his home
since 1955, wher he joined
i Penn State faculty. Infer-
nagionally respecied as an
institutional aconomist and
an expert on business
cycles, he was the author of
over ong hundred articles
and some 20 books and
monographs. He published
his final baok, "Economics
Condronts the Economy;” fol-
lowing his refiremant from
Penn Siate, a work guided
by his belief that the role of
economics was fo improve
the conditions of human life.
Ir1 an address delivered in
1290 when the Association
for Evolutionary Economics
honored him with the Vieblen
Commaons Award, he said
that he was drawn to eco-
niomics by “the unequal dis-
tribattion of opportunity and
hope”in the Texas of his
youih, He was, he said,
“angry at the racism | saw alf
around me” and "anguished
at the poverty | saw”

He remained convincad
that such inequalities were
neither natural nor inev-
itable, and that economics
fsslies in a number of coun-
irles, and was a consuliant
to the United Nations Cen-
ire for Development Plan-
ning Projections and Poli-
cies, the Commission of the
Eurcpean Community, the
Waorld Bank, and the Cen-
fral Bank of Jordan. He also

seived on the seniof re-

gearch staff of the National

Bureau of Economic Re-
search, as research assock-
ate at the Centre for Inter-
nalional Business Cycle

. Research at Columbia Uni-

versity, adjunct scholar at
the American Enterprise
Instituie, and senior re-
search scholar at the Eco-
nomic Cycle Research In-
stiiute. He was awarded
muttiple Fulbright Felow-
ships through which ha
taught in France, Yugo-
glavia and lialy. He also
taught as a visiting scholar
at the London School of

Econornics, served as visit-
“Dr. Klein will be held Satur-

-day, April 16, at 4 p.m. at

ing professor at the Univer-
sity of Burundi through the
USIA Exchange Program
between the University of
Burundi and Penn State,
and lectured at the Central
Statistical Bureau in Beijing,
China.

Following his retirement,
Phil Klein turned his re-

search skills to a project that |

combined his concern for
oppressed peoples with his
love of music. Aloyal mem-
ber of the State College
Choral Society’s bass sec-

. fion since 1977, he re-

: searched music about the
. experiences of European

| Jewry during World War Il,
. and in response to his

vigion, the SCCS for the first
fime commissioned a full-
length choral work in 2004.
He was enormously proud

* of the product, “Voices of

the Holocaust” Dr. Klein
researched the music,
selected the songs, and the
accompaniment and pres-
entation for each song, and
found the composer, Sheri-
dan Sheyiried, who was

. commissionad {o arrange

the work. “Voices of the
Holocaust’ premiered in
State College on November
14, 2004. That performance
was dedicated to the mem-

" ory of his wife, Peggy Klein,
who died earlier that year.

" Since that time, the Choral
Society has recorded the

. work and has performed it

several more times, twice in
South America. A perform-

" ance is scheduled for

‘November 6 at Goucher

College in Baltimore.

Philip and Margaret
(Pegay) Klein met at Penn
State, where she worked
as a university librarian.
They married in 1961.He is
survived by their children,
Kathleen (Kate) Monico

. Klein and Alan Klein; his

daughter-in-aw, Michelle

- Klein; three grandchildren,

Justine Jones, Maya Moni-
co Klein Minnick, and David
Klein; his sister, Dr. Grace
Jameson; his sister-in-law,
Barbara Klein; six nieces
and nephews; and eight
grand nieces and nephews.
A memorial service for

the Unitarian Universalist
. Fellowship, 780 Waupelani
Drive, State College.
In lieu of flowers the fami-
ly requests donations to the
| State College Choral Sock-
ety for the Voices of the Hal-
ocaust Memorial Concert.
Arrangements by Koch
Funerat Home.
Online condolences at
www kochfuneralhome.com.




