
Dear friends,  
We are glad to submit to your kind attention our workshop “Revisiting the Boundaries of 
Economics. A Historical Perspective” (second edition). It is conceived as a permanent 
workshop inviting speakers from a wide range of social disciplines to show the potential 
for a fully interdisciplinary approach to issues of traditional or relatively new interest to 
economists, such as methodology in relation to other social sciences, creativity, rationality, 
complexity, evolution, gift-giving. One of the best known anthropologist of our times, 
Marshall Sahlins, will deliver the keynote lecture of the workshop. Anyone interested will 
find relevant information on the workshop’s activities on http://boundaries-of-
economics.blogspot.com.  
Best regards, 
Roberto Marchionatti, Francesco Cassata, Mario Cedrini and Vincenzo Crupi 
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h. 9.15 
KEYNOTE  LECTURE 
 

Marshall Sahlins  (University of Chicago) 
“Infrastructuralism; or the anthropology of economic practice” 

 
 

h. 10.00 – 13.30 
ANTHROPOLOGY AND THE CRITICISM OF ECONOMIC IDEOLOGY 
 
Roberto Marchionatti (Università di Torino)  
“The decreasing returns of economic imperialism. The case of savage societies” 
 
Mario Cedrini (Università del Piemonte Orientale)  
“Mauss vs. Smith on the universal �propensity in human nature ... to truck, barter and 
exchange�”  
 
Francesco Guala (Università di Milano)  
“Economics, anthropology and the evolution of cooperation”   
 
Discussants:  Marshall Sahlins  (University of Chicago), Vincenzo Crupi (Università di 
Torino) 
 
 
h. 14.30 – 17.30        
A TRANSDISCIPLINARY PERSPECTIVE: BIOLOGY, PHYSICS AND ECONOMICS 
 
Tiziano Raffaelli (Università di Pisa)  



“Marshall’s economics between mechanics, biology and beyond” 
 
Clement Levallois (Rotterdam School of Management, Erasmus University) 
“From �economics as biology� to �economics is biology�: 1950-2010” 
 
Enrico Scalas (Università del Piemonte Orientale) 
“Probability in economics: some suggestions from statistical physics” 
 
Discussants: Telmo Pievani (Università di Milano-Bicocca), Domenico Delli Gatti 
(Università Cattolica, Milano) 
 

WEBSITE 
http://boundaries-of-economics.blogspot.com  

 
ORGANIZATION 

Roberto Marchionatti, Francesco Cassata, 
Mario Cedrini, Vincenzo Crupi 

 
Segreteria organizzativa:  

Mario Cedrini (Università del Piemonte Orientale, +39 349 78 41 361)  
Leanne Duggan (Collegio Carlo Alberto, +39 011 670 5001) 

 
 


