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One of the most interesting trends in recent IPE scholarship is the move to develop
an ‘everyday’ approach to the subject. In the key work of Hobson and Seabrooke
(2007) ‘everyday IPE’ is contrasted to ‘regulatory IPE’. If ‘regulatory IPE’, the
dominant approach of most extant IPE scholarship, concerns itself with a focus on
‘power makers’, then ‘everyday political economy’ should pay attention to ‘power
takers’. By taking IPE to the domain of routine daily practice, ‘everyday IPE’ can
claim a number of advantages. It promises to enrich our understanding of how the
global economy is enacted. It offers a chance to examine the degree to which the
subjectivities imagined in the constructions of global regimes and economic policy
actually emerge and reproduce in daily life. Equally, it offers new perspectives on the
politics of resistance, resilience and subversion in IPE. It draws attention to the
political economy of consumption, often forgotten as a key component of the
generation and reproduction of global economic orders. Finally, ‘everyday IPE’
should give significant space to the discussion of gender dynamics in global political
economy.

In addition, many discussions of the present crisis understand it as a crisis of a
particular growth model — one that relied not only upon the development of a
globalized and ‘financialized’ form of capitalism, but also upon the construction of
particular kinds of consumer-investor subjects. Everyday practice in line with that
conception of the individual was vital to the propagation of the model. The case for
furthering the project of ‘everyday IPE’ is strong. The question that this workshop
raises is how that work should proceed.

Among the confirmed speakers for the workshop are John Hobson (Sheffield),
Leonard Seabrooke (Copenhagen Business School), Phoebe Moore (Salford) and
Johnna Montgomerie (Manchester)

Workshop contributions

We welcome workshop contributions that engage with the particular methodological
challenges that everyday agency poses. For instance, is everyday agency a domain
in which interpretivist or post-positivist approaches are required? Does a standard
rationalist template suffice, and if so, how? In terms of methods, what sources of
data will enable scholars to emerge with reliable and valid findings? To what extent
does the study of the everyday presuppose or require ethnographic work?
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At the same time, we encourage submission of abstracts that might not have an
explicit methodological focus but apply an everyday political economy framework to
concrete cases of social reality. PhD students are particularly invited to participate.

Lastly, the workshop also serves as platform to discuss the broader merits and
shortcomings of an everyday IPE perspective; abstracts formulating a
methodological/theoretical critique are very welcome.

Practical information

There is no workshop fee. We have a limited amount of funding available for
travel/accommodation costs for workshop participants; please indicate if you would
require funding when submitting an abstract. Support for the workshop by BISA
(IPEG working group workshop grant) and the University of Copenhagen
(Department of Politics) is gratefully acknowledged.

Deadline for abstract submission is 5 March 2012. Papers to be presented at the
workshop should be made available by 1 May. Please send your abstract to Ben
Rosamond br@ifs.ku.dk and Laura Horn [horn@ruc.dk.
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