
The journal 

Mind & Society - Cognitive Studies in Economics and Social Sciences 

 

 

is launching a Call for papers in view of a Special Issue on 

 

Fear, Economic Behaviour and Public Policies 

 
planned for the end of 2013. 

 
Editors of the issue will be Mario A. Cedrini (Università di Torino), Marco Novarese 
(Università del Piemonte Orientale), Riccardo Viale (Università Milano Bicocca) and 
Robin Pope (Centre for Adaptive Behaviour and Cognition, Max Planck Institute for 

Human Development, Berlin). 

 

This Special Issue addresses the influence of fear on economic behaviour and the role it 

plays in shaping public policies. An inescapable factor affecting decision-making at all levels, 

including the strictly individual one, fear is increasingly called upon to explain individual 

and governmental choices, all the more so in the times of the global crisis and the European 

debt impasse. Still, on one side, downplaying the importance of systemic risk and radical 

uncertainty in financial markets, mainstream economics clearly failed both to evaluate the 

possibility of crisis and, above all, to cope adequately with its effects; on the other, even 

heterodox or non-conventional approaches tend to downplay the importance of fear as a 

specific, autonomous factor in explaining economic and financial behaviour at both the 

individual and aggregate level. 

The strength of the concept of fear arguably derives from its capacity to unify all the 

dimensions of the human being (individual and collective, rational and emotional, 

theoretical and practical) and to create a connection between different levels of analysis 

(micro and macro levels) and approaches (behavior, cognition and neuroscience studies; 

social, institutional and political analysis). 

  



For this special issue Mind & Society call for papers that cover the following: 

RELEVANT TOPICS 

 Fear and the brain 

 The multidimensional influence of fear (also in relation to other emotions) on economic 
behaviour and public policies;  

 Effectiveness of individual strategies and public policies in coping with fear; 

 Fear in economic theory and discourse;  

 Economic imperialism and the need for an interdisciplinary analysis of fear; 

 Fear in relation to rationality and rationality in relation to fear. 

 Fear and the global crisis 

Possible subtopics 

 The brain’s need for a balance of fear, hope and trust to develop and maintain its 
decision-making potential;  

 The ambiguity of fear in shaping economic behaviour;  

 Increase in fear as the result of a generalized decline of trust and social cohesion; 

 Fear in the international dimension: its role in shaping public policies in the times of 
globalization 

 Fear, control, and expertise 

 

- SUBMISSION OF PAPERS  

All submitted papers are subject to a rigorous peer review process, based on initial editor 
screening and double-blind refereeing by a minimum of two reviewers. 

Authors should ensure that their submissions are original contributions and should not be 
under consideration for any other publication at the same time. 

Papers, including list of references and tables/figures, should not exceed 28.000 characters 
including spaces (about 4.200 words) and should be sent to mindsoc@fondazionerosselli.it 
not later than 30th September 2013. Guidelines for submissions are provided in the grey 
box below. 

No extended abstract in advance is required but, for organizational reasons, authors should 
inform the Editors of their intention to submit a paper by 30 July 2013, with the proposed 
title and a provisional abstract.  

 

Mind & Society is edited by the Rosselli Foundation (www.fondazionerosselli.it) and 
published by Springer (www.springer.com/economics/journal/11299). Its aim is to provide 
the International scientific community with an observatory to analyze the cognitive 
revolution taking place in economics and the social sciences.  
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Guidelines for submissions 

Mind & Society publishes original articles in English. Authors who are uncertain about the 
quality of their written English should arrange for the text to be corrected by a native 
English speaker.  

This journal follows a double-blind reviewing procedure. Authors are therefore requested to 
submit: 

● A blinded manuscript without any author names and affiliations in the text or on the title 
page. Self-identifying citations and references in the article text should either be avoided or 
left blank.  

● All author names and affiliations in a separate file.  

About the manuscript 

● Manuscript length should not exceed 28.000 characters incl. spaces (about 4.200 
words) including  list of references, figures and tables. Each figure or table may 
correspond approximately to 250/300 words. Longer papers may be accepted upon approval 
by the Editors of the issue. 

● Figures and tables must be imbedded in the text to facilitate reviewing 

● Please include an Abstract of 100 to 150 words 

● Please provide 4 to 6 keywords 

● Cite references in the text by name and year in parentheses.  

● Reference list entries should be alphabetized by the last names of the first author of each 
work.  

● Please send the manuscript in two formats: the original file format (preferably word) and 
pdf to: mindsoc@fondazionerosselli.it  

Additional guidelines will be sent to authors whose articles have been reviewed and 
accepted. 
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