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1)  THE VIEW FROM RARE ALBION, EDITORIAL, AEM SEPTEMBER  07 

One Level Up 

Modern economic life entails an end to economic nationalism and the advent of a single global economy. There is little sense in harking back to earlier times that cannot recur. But nor does a one-world economy need to mean treating the world as a single market to be dominated by the most powerful. The world economy needs the kind of recognition that today we afford the environment, as a single, complex and interconnected membrane. A being, even, in the sense that it constitutes that aspect of our humanity that we have in common. This being has no voice of its own, however; only humanity can speak on its behalf, but not if we retrench to a nationalistic economic ideas. As individuals and increasingly in our aggregated actions, we can give expression to this voice - which is the voice of the economy as such, rather than our own partial interests in it. This involves outgrowing the narrow egoism, so strongly in the ascendant at the moment, and embarking on enlarged egoism - thinking first of the worldwide economy and then of the part that one can play in it.      
The financial markets are a measure of where we stand in this journey. Challenging our egoism, their nature is double-sided, for while they make of humanity one community (in the sense that they are a global phenomenon) they reflect back to us the predatory approach to finance that has become the standard. In the main the financial markets are seen as precisely that: markets, to be left to behave as such. But are they in fact markets? Might they not be the medium of humanity´s capital, accumulated over long ages and now appearing in front of us as a spur to thinking ‘out of the box’? It is all too easy in such a rarefied realm to see wrong-doing at work, but what part of us is seeing this? From a higher point of view things might look very different. 

In the lead article, Tony Curzon Price suggests as much when he comments on the perils of welfarism in finance - the fact that, unlike marine helmsmen, as helmsmen of the economy we engender the conditions we come to meet. To overcome this the human being needs to access not his 'personal ego', but his 'super-ego', in the terms that Price speaks. 

We need, as it were, to go ‘one level up’, whereby, also, we can transcend today’s increasing polarisation of economic ideas, such as, in Sign of the Times, the two contrasting views of the modern banking system and the pivotal role that central banking plays in it. While a conspiratorial view sees central banks as collusive instruments of hidden powers, used to orchestrate booms and busts, conventionally they are regarded as representatives of a systemic approach to economic life, so that, crucially, “central bank cooperation is different in kind, for it involves action to produce mutually beneficial results..." One level up, would we not, as individuals take such a systemic view also. 

The feature article, Honest Money, World Economy, by Lord Northbourne, the father of organic agriculture and the first to write in English about the farm as an organism, is taken from the 1930s and shows none of these issues is new. The question then, as now, was how to think on behalf of the world economy, which in Northbourne´s argument, presupposes `honest money´ if the economy’s true nature is to be perceived and given expression. We need “to adapt the measuring apparatus to perform its functions adequately." Free Consumers, this month’s AE Profile, also chimes with the idea of enlarged egoism in that we as consumers can think - and should think! - globally in our local actions.Finally, Accountant’s Corner completes this issue with a consideration of the nature of credit expansion. Here, too, the challenge is to go beyond the narrowness of our personal point of view. 
2)   ASSOCIATIVE ECONOMICS IN AUSTRALIA (EVENTS IN OCT AND NOV) 

A series of events in Melbourne and Brisbane will be taking place between 26 October - 4 November 2007. These include the Colours of Money Seminar 26-28th October in Melbourne and 7 lecture presentations over that period with the following titles (TBC): 

1 Deep Accounting - Rudolf Steiner and today's international accounting standards 

2 The Right On Corporation - Overcoming the For-Profit / Not-for-profit divide 

3 Rudolf Steiner, Economist (in link with certain of his blackboard drawings) 

4 The importance of freely funded education                               

5 Rare Albion and the Wizard of Oz                                                        

6 Freeing the Circling Stars - independent education as a public benefit 

7 Rare Albion and the Wizard of Oz        

Christopher Houghton Budd, who will be presenting the above events (and is available for case study consultancy) writes as follows of the public lectures:                                       

Rudolf Steiner is not well-known as an economist, yet he had much to say that is perhaps only now coming to clear historical relevance. In these lectures, a wide range of modern-day problems is addressed - accounting, the role of the corporation, educational finance, and monetary policy – in ways that combine ‘big picture’ analysis with practicable hands-on, micro-level responses. Rudolf Steiner is perhaps unique among economists for his grasp of what today is called ‘the plot’, that is the point and purpose of what takes place under the heading of economic development. His view is one that does not hark back to bygone days, nor is it an apology for capitalism in its less fortunate aspects; rather, Steiner understands economics in link with the evolution of consciousness and in particular the shift from narrow or exclusive egoism to enlarged or inclusive egoism. Catching and following this inner story is the key to understanding his approach, as it is also to knowing how to relate to current events. 

Whether we are adults playing the markets (either directly or through agents), individuals trying to undertake new initiatives (often without sufficient capital), young people in high school not sure what to make of the business world that informs our actions and beckons to us on all fronts, or policy makers trying to figure out what macro policy will bring real and lasting change – we would all stand to gain from understanding how economic life is a reflection of our spiritual life, especially our life of will. 
For full details of the programme please contact either of the hosts: 

Brisbane: Vicki Kearney (vicki@avenuesforchange.com) 

Melbourne: Gianna Mazzone (giannam@optusnet.com.au) 

  or                   chb@christopherhoughtonbudd.com 

3) ASSOCIATIVE ECONOMICS AT THE LSE 

The regular studies of Rudolf Steiner’s work in connection with modern events has now moved to London School of Economics. The event titles are yet to be announced but the themes will be: Monetary Reform, Corporations, Accounting. 

11 October; 8 November; 6 December early evening 

4)   ECONOMICS IN SCHOOL 

Young people today find themselves born into a cultural life based on economic considerations. Whether it is the concept of man to which they are introduced, the focus of modern culture, or the examinations they are called on to take, everything dances attendance on ‘economic man’, a reductionist view of the universe that places money in the forefront of human affairs. Economics, taught to youth, is the beginning of this view and, once inculcated, is difficult to overcome, just as Disney’s vision of Snow White usurps the child’s own imagination. How important it is, then, for young people to have a taste of economics based on a spiritual view of the human being. 
School level courses in associative economics focus first on the young persons initiative and activity and how through bringing accounting up alongside that, one can come up within the economic process itself and thereby base one's understanding not just on the an abstract theory of the discipline but on experience itself. 

5)   COLOURS OF MONEY SEMINAR - 12-14 October 2007 

This seminar offers a broad introduction to associative economics and provides a starting point for the Diploma in Associative Economics. The Colours of Money seminar has taken place in many parts of the world and in different languages. The next one is in England from 12-14 October 2007 and then in Melbourne Australia from 26-28th October. The main subjects covered concern the competence of those responsible for economic activities, the need for appropriate structures, accounting as a universal language, and the importance of clear finances shared in regular meetings. The seminar is open to  those thinking of applying for their organisations to become users of the Quality Guarantee Mark, those embarking upon a Diploma in Associative Economics, and anyone interested in furthering associative economics. 

The following comments arose from the last Colours of Money Seminar (March 2007) 

            Thanks for organising a really stimulating weekend.  My mind has hardly stopped buzzing since!  

            That was really great! I had a few winnie-the-pooh moments and I really feel inspired! 

            I would like to follow it up by action and I look forward to talking about it with you. 

            thank you for also arranging the conference. I really enjoyed myself! 

            Thank you for organising the conference. I learned a lot and realised how little I actually knew. Am now keen to enrol for the Diploma. 

            I enjoyed it a lot and am well into getting into getting way more clear about my finances. 

For a flier and more details contact arthur@talkingeconomics.com (01452 810764) or visit http://www.arthuredwards.net/fileadmin/arthuredwards/com_Stroud_OCT_2007.pdf 
Cost £120. Registration by September 12th
