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Bringing together some of the most eminent thinkers in the field, this book celebrates the seminal 
contribution of Ted Benton to the pressing themes of nature, social relations and human needs. An 
introductory overview of the writings of Ted Benton focuses on the subtle ways in which he has 
combined the concerns of biology and sociology, and more broadly, the life sciences and social 
sciences. The following chapters are divided into four parts, all of which have been central to 
Benton's work; examining realism, naturalism and the philosophy of the social sciences; the 
continuing relevance of Marxism; philosophical anthropology and human needs; ecology, society 
and natural limits. The concluding chapter is a stimulating and important rejoinder by Ted Benton; 
variously clarifying, conceding, defending, and insisting, but most of all savouring the opportunity 
to further develop pressing lines of thought. With chapters by leading sociologists, this study, the 
first to critically assess the impact of Benton's work, will be invaluable to all those concerned with 
the relation between the natural and social worlds.   
 
CONTENTS: 
Introduction: Intricate Webs: Nature, Social Relations and Human Needs in the Writings of Ted 
Benton; R.Stones and S.Moog  
PART I: REALISM, NATURALISM AND THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE SOCIAL SCIENCES    
"FOR Science in the Social Sciences": The End of the Road for Critical Realism?; G.McLennan  
Practising Nature and Culture: An Essay for Ted Benton; J.Law  
PART II: THE CONTINUING RELEVANCE OF MARXISM  
The Continuing Relevance of Marxism; P.Devine  
Four Pillars of a Revisionist Marxism; E.Morawska  
PART III: PHILOSOPHICAL ANTHROPOLOGY AND HUMAN NEEDS  
Cognitive Capitalism and Species-Being; P.Dickens  
Understanding Lay Normativity; A.Sayer  
PART IV: ECOLOGY, SOCIETY AND NATURAL LIMITS  
Ecological Politics for the Twenty-First Century: Where Does Nature Fit in?; S.Moog  
Realism, Naturalism and the Red-Green Nexus: Benton’s Contribution to Ecological Theory; 
K.Soper  
Labour, Nature and Dependence; J.O’Neill  
Conclusion: Philosophy, Materialism and Nature: Comments and Reflections; T.Benton  
 
SANDRA MOOG teaches in the Sociology Department and in the Centre for Environment and 
Society at the University of Essex, UK and is currently completing her doctorate at the University 
of California at Berkeley, USA.  
   
ROB STONES is Professor of Sociology at the University of Essex, UK. He is the author of 
Structuration Theory and Key Sociological Thinkers and is the editor of two book series for Palgrave 
Macmillan, Traditions in Social Theory and Themes in Social Theory.  
 
 
 
 November 2008  Hardback £55.00  978-0-230-20115-6 



 

 

 

ORDER FORM 
 
Title: Nature, Social Relations and Human Needs 
 

Price: £55.00 
 

Quantity: 
 

ISBN: 978-0-230-20115-6  
 

Name: 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Delivery Address:  
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Postal code: ______________________________________________________ 
 

Country: _________________________________________________________ 
 

Email: ____________________________________________________________ 
 

Telephone: _______________________________________________________ 
 

Postage and Packing 
 

UK orders under £40, please add £3 per order; over £40, please add £4 per order 
Non-UK orders under £40, please add £5 per order; over £40, please add 10% 

 
MAILING LIST 
 

      Tick here if you would like to be added to our mailing list 
Tick here if you would like to receive free copies of catalogues in related subjects  

 

HOW TO PAY 
                    

 [   ]    I enclose a cheque payable to Palgrave Publishers Ltd for £_____ 
 
 [   ]    Please send me a pro-forma invoice (address supplied above) 
 
 [   ]    Please charge £__________  to my 
  
          Visa [  ]      Mastercard [  ]  American Express [  ]      
                                                    (We do not accept payment by Switch or Maestro) 
 
Card number: _____________________________________________________   
 
Expires: _______________________ 
 
Cardholder name and address (if different from above): 

 
 
     __________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
         
Signature:       Date: 
 

 
 

 
 
 

You can order online at: 

www.palgrave.com 
 
or 

please return this form to: 
 

Direct Customer Services, 
Palgrave Macmillan, 
Publishing Building, 

Brunel Road, Houndmills, 
Basingstoke, RG21 6XS, UK 
Tel: +44 (0)1256 302866 
Fax: +44 (0)1256 330688 
Email: orders@palgrave.com 

 
 

Customers in USA: 
 

Palgrave Macmillan, VHPS, 
16365 James Madison Highway, 
(US route 15), Gordonsville, 

VA 22942, USA 
Tel: 888-330-8477 
Fax: 800-672-2054 

 
 

Customers in Australia: 
 

Customer Services, 
Palgrave Macmillan, 

627 Chapel Street, South Yarra, 
VIC 3141, Australia 

Tel 1300 135 113 (free call) 
Fax 1300 135 103 

Email: 
customer.service@macmillan.com.au 

 
 

All prices on this leaflet are correct 
at time of printing and are subject 

to change without prior notice. 
Please allow 28 days from date 

of publication for delivery. 
 

Your details may be held on file 
 and used by us to offer you other  

products and services. 
 If you object please 

contact us at the addresses  
above or email 

 optout@palgrave.com 
 
 

 


