
 

 

 

 

 

The Revival of Political Economy 

Prospects for sustainable provision 

Coimbra, Portugal, October 21-23, 2010 

 

The recent financial collapse and the ensuing economic downturn are still imposing 

hardship and suffering upon millions all over the world, especially the poor and the 

unemployed. The crisis has raised public awareness of the consequences of neoliberal 

drift and of the shortcomings of a mainstream academic economics that did not 

anticipate the financial meltdown and economic downturn, and even actively 

contributed to setting up the new (toxic) financial architecture. For many - economists, 

managers and politicians - the depression has been a sobering experience. Statements 

produced in the heat of events even suggest that this could be an opportunity both for 

seriously reconsidering and reversing the trend towards a growing financialisation of the 

economy, and for recasting the very foundations of knowledge of the economy. 

However, at the first signs of recovery, the habitual ways of thought, and of doing 

politics and business are settling down once again.  

The need is therefore felt - with a sense of urgency - to widen public debate 

stimulated by renewed social science perspectives on economic issues. The failure of 

mainstream economics, acknowledged by many, calls for a revival and renewal of 

political economy. This will be achieved by strengthening the ongoing dialogue among 

scholars in all fields of the social sciences and humanities interested in economic 

processes and their relation to politics, morality, culture and nature.  

The reflection needed must go beyond means and measures that may secure a 

return to a ‘normal’ growth regime and move on to reconsider the ends to be pursued 

by public policies and institutional change. The new political economy in the making 

should address the issue of sustainability: economic, social and environmental. 

Prosperity – the purpose of any economy – can no longer be separated from social 

justice and environmental values.  

With the intent of bringing together researchers from different disciplines and 

theoretical traditions for a reflection on the road ahead towards a sustainable economy, 

we call for participation in this Conference, to be held in Coimbra, Portugal, on 21-23 

October, 2010. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Papers are welcome addressing any of the following (or closely related) topics:   

1. Capitalisms and institutional change 

How to grasp variety in capitalism? 

What are the proper roles of international finance and commerce?  

Which scales for which institutional changes? 

 

2. Sustainability: economic, social and environmental 

What should count as economic achievement? 

What is the role of public provision in fighting inequality? 

Can the economy be democratised? If so, how? 

 

3. The Revival of Political Economy  

What is political economy today? 

Which research agenda for political economy today? 

How to teach and publicly discuss political economy? 

 

Scientific committee 
Ana C. Santos (CES, Portugal), António M. Figueiredo (Quartenaire, Portugal), Antonio 

Vazquez Barquero (Univ. Aut. Madrid, Spain), Ben Fine (SOAS, UK), Boaventura Sousa Santos 

(CES, FEUC, Portugal), Bob Jessop (Lancaster Univ., UK), Carlos Lopes (UNITAR), Celia Lessa 

Kerstenetzky (Univ. Federal Fluminense, Brasil), Daniel Bromley (Univ. Wisconsin-Madison, 

USA), Francisco Louçã (ISEG, Portugal), Fred Lee (Univ. Missouri-Kansas City, USA), Geoffrey 

Hodgson (Univ. Hertfordshire, UK), Giacomo Becattini (Univ. Firensi, Italy), Gioacchino 

Garofoli (Univ. Ubria, Italy), Helena Lopes (ISCTE-IUL, Portugal) Immanuel Wallerstein (Yale 

University, USA), João Cravinho (EBRD), João Ferreira do Amaral (ISEG, Portugal), John Davis 

(Univ. Amsterdam, The Netherlands; Marquette Univ., USA), John O’Neill (Univ. Manchester, 

UK), José C. Caldas (CES, Portugal), José M. Henriques (ISCTE-IUL, Portugal), José M. Brandão 

de Brito (ISEG, Portugal), José Portela (UTAD, Portugal), José Reis (CES, FEUC, Portugal), Julie 

Nelson (Univ. Massachusetts Bóston, USA), Klaus Nielsen (Birbeck Inst., UK), Ladislau 

Dowbor (PUC São Paulo, Brasil), Luigi Marengo (Scuola Sup. Sant’Anna, Italy), Luigi Orsenigo 

(Univ. Bocconi, Italy), Manuel Branco (Univ. Évora, Portugal), Peter Hall (Harvard Univ., USA), 

Phil O´Hara (Curtin Univ. Technology, Austrália), Rafael Marques (ISEG, Portugal), Richard 

Swedberg (Cornell Univ., USA), Robert Boyer (CEPREMAP-ENS, France), Sheila Dow (Univ. 

Stirling, UK), Stefano Solari (Univ. Padova, Italy), Tony Lawson (Univ. Cambridge, UK), Vítor 

Neves (CES, FEUC, Portugal), Wolfram Elsner (Univ. Bremen, Germany). 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
Organizing committee 
 
José C. Caldas (CES) 
Vitor Neves (FEUC/CES)  
José Reis (FEUC/CES) 
João Rodrigues (Univ. Manchester/CES) 
Ana C. Santos (CES) 
 
Paper submission 
 
Abstracts of proposed papers (of approximately 250 words, containing the author’s name, 
affiliation and contact details), should be submitted by May 15, 2010, to 
politcaleconomy2010@ces.uc.pt 
 
Registration fee 

Students: 150 €  

Non-students: 200 € 

Conference dinner: 35 € 

Registration fee includes lunches (Thursday and Friday) and coffee-breaks.  
 
Conference details 
 
The conference will take place on October 21-23, 2010 at University of Coimbra, Coimbra, 
Portugal.  
 
You will have to make your own travel and accommodation arrangements. Special hotel 
fares for the conference participants will be made available.  
 
Details of the conference will be posted at the conference website:  
http://www.ces.uc.pt/eventos/politicaleconomy2010 
 
Deadlines 
 
Abstract submission - May 15, 2010 
 
Notification of acceptance - June 30, 2010 
 
Conference registration - September 1, 2010 
 
Conference - October 21-23, 2010 
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