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The Economist in the Mirror of Economics: Between the «Ivory
Tower of Pure Science» and the «Tumultuous Arena of Passions»
Reflections on the unpublished version of

L. Einaudi,
On Abstract and Historical Hypotheses
and on Value-Judgments in Economic Sciences
Edited, with an Introduction and an Afterword, by Paolo Silvestri (Routledge, forthcoming: 2013)

The seminar is meant as an introduction to the unpublished version of Einaudi’s most important
epistemological essay. The issues faced by Einaudi lie at the core of the problem concerning the nature
and scope of economic sciences and the role played by economists in the public sphere, with particular
emphasis on the interaction between economists and the ruling class.
The earlier version of this essay has also been considered the "historical epilogue" of the Italian
tradition in public finance. An extensive reappraisal of this newly discovered document will help to
reconsider and cast light on that tradition, to better place Einaudi’s essay in the context of his earlier
and subsequent epistemological speculation, and to assess the unsettled questions he left as an
enduring heritage for the current generation of social scientists.
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