Research Area O ‘Economy, Society, Territory’

Call for papers on ‘Social Innovation’

Long after Benjamin Franklin, Joseph Schumpeter or the French thinkers of the ‘innovations sociales’ in the 1960 and 1970s, there is today a growing tendency in the academic world to re-launch ‘social innovation’ as the anchor term to analyse strategies of innovative social change. In the academic literature today at least 5 strands in social innovation literature can be identified:

The first strand is management science. In this context, we are particularly interested in opportunities to increase social capital in the non-profit sector which would allow improved functioning of such organisations in the economy.

The second strand is concerned with a bi-disciplinary approach which examines the complex linkages between commercial success and social and economic progress. The Aspen Institute (http://www.aspeninstitute.org/) and the International Association for Business and Society (http://www.iabs.net/) for example, are public benefit corporations devoted to research and teaching about the relationships between business, government and society. The IABS domain includes the identification and exploration of philosophical, ethical, and practical issues of the relationship between business and its stakeholders, government, employees, consumers, and the general public.

The third strand comprises creative production (arts and creativity). Several authors, including Mumford (1992), demonstrate the role of social innovation in intellectual and social creativity, ranging from macro-level innovations, such as those of Martin Luther King, Henry Ford or Karl Marx to those at the micro-scale, such as initiatives for new ways of cooperative working.

The fourth strand constitutes social innovation in territorial development. Jacquier (1991), Moulaert et al (1990, 2002), Fontan et al (2001, 2003) outline the problems relating to local development strategies in European cities: the fragmentation of skills across the various political sectors of urban and local development; the lack of integration across spatial scales and, especially, the apparent hostility to the needs of socially and economically marginalised groups in urban society. In order to overcome these problems, Moulaert et al (2002) propose an Integrated Area Development approach which integrates the spheres of socio-economic development and its key stakeholders along social innovation principles. These principles establish a strong link between the satisfaction of human needs and innovation in social governance connections; in particular, in stakeholder participation in political decisions at the heart of what are often alienating, even oppressive, structures (Martinelli, Moulaert, Swyngedouw and Gonzalez, 2005). 

A fifth strand focuses on the social economy in which social innovation has a particular meaning, combining both the ‘satisfaction of basic needs’ with ‘innovation in governance relations of social economic initiatives’ (Amin et al. 2002;  Laville, 1998; Favreau and Lévesque, 1999; Nyssens, 2005; Moulaert and Aleinei, 2005).

The sixth strand is that of political governance and public administration. Recent, but prolific literature problematises the linkages between government and governance, and critically discusses the possibility of new links between the State and civil society. The question is how to invent news form of governance which guarantee both a more democratic public administration which will also guarantee social harmony, without minimising the role of the State as a major actor  (Swyngedouw, 2005; Novy and Leubolt, 2005).

Papers fitting each of these strands are welcomed. In addition, presenters are encouraged to build bridges between these strands, by connecting different subjects of analysis, but also by contributing to comprehensive theory and methodology building, which will further a more integrated approach to the study of social innovation at various levels of the economy and society.

Paper proposals (600-1000 words) must be 

1. uploaded to: www.eaepe.org (conferences - abstracts)
2. sent to both:
- Wolfram Elsner (local conference organizer) at iiso@uni-bremen.de 
- Frank Moulaert (Research Area O Coordinator) at frank.moulaert@ncl.ac.uk 

Participants are asked to indicate that the proposal belongs to Research Area O (Economy, Society, Territory).

The deadline for all submissions is April 15, 2005. 
A final version of accepted papers will be requested by August 31, 2005
For further information on the EAEPE 2005 conference : http://www.eaepe.org.
