CALL FOR PAPERS
Special Session:

East and Central European countries in the framework of globalization and New Economy – institutional arrangements, structural adjustments and competitiveness challenge

Research Area I

Structural and Institutional Change in  Eastern Europe

The countries of Central and Eastern Europe for the last 15 years have to face a double challenge: that of their transition to market economy and, at the same time, their re-integration to the world economy now under the sign of “New Economy”. Facing the reality of modern development based on information, technology and global networks is imposed by the foreign firms investing in the area and by the policies of the European Union most of those countries are already members or are willing to become. 

The question is about interrelations and tensions between those two challenges. Undeniably, legacies of the past, both structural and institutional, do not constitute a favourable background for New Economy performance. Even some contradiction between the objective of cohesion and that of Lisbon strategy is being underlined. Some negative phenomena, as slowing down of research activity and the tendency of multinationals to choose those countries as hosting mostly less advanced and more labour-intensive stages of value chains are proving existence of those tensions. At the other hand, nevertheless, it should be underlined that transition countries  offer a more liberal, less rigid environment for business activity than that of developed Western European economies. 
Could they succeed in the “New Economy”? What kind of structural and institutional arrangements would stimulate this, highly positive on global scene, result?

I invite all those interested both in the problems of Central and Eastern Europe and in the external challenges they are confronted with, to take into consideration the following questions:

- How the Central and European countries faced the challenge of “New Economy” up to now? For what reasons the R&D and technology intensive sectors slowed down?

- What was the role of the FDI and of the national policies in easing or hampering entry of “New Economy” into Central and Eastern European countries?     

- What are the strengths and weaknesses of the Central and Eastern European countries with respect to the New Economy? In what manner may they participate in Lisbon strategy?

- What is the role of institutional environment and industrial relations for promoting New Economy in the countries undergoing transition? What new institutional arrangements are needed?
All the proposals related to those questions or others in the framework of the subject of the Special Session are welcome.

Paper proposals (600-1000 words) must be 

uploaded to: www.eaepe.org (conferences - abstracts)

sent to both:

Wolfram Elsner (local conference organizer) at iiso@uni-bremen.de 

Maria Lissowska (Research Area I Coordinator) at lasso@sgh.waw.pl 

Participants are asked to indicate that the proposal belongs to Research Area I (Structural and Institutional Change in Eastern Europe).

The deadline for all submissions of abstracts is April 15, 2005. 

A final version of accepted papers will be requested by August 31, 2005

Maria Lissowska

Research Area I Cooordinator
